
JANUARY 2023
 25250 Airport Road
 Punta Gorda, FL 33950
 941-639-1959
 first@fpcpunta.org
 www.fpcpunta.org

Worship Service in our Sanctuary at 10:30am 
or watch our worship service LIVE! at:

www.fpcpunta.org and click on the logo “vimeo livestream”
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	NEW	YEAR

     Well, in the last three years we have been through Covid and hurricanes, and now we enter a brand-
new year – 2023! During this time, we have also reached out to our First Responders in the community, 
gotten more involved in various mission organizations in our area, and added a new missionary.  
Through our Fellowship Team we have met together here at church and have gone outside our walls 
for activities that help us build relationships within and without our congregation.  Our Prayer Team 
has grown and actively lifts up praise and petitions to God weekly. What awaits us in 2023? What will 
God accomplish through FPC?  One thing I want to focus more on is what it means to be a disciple. 
There are two main ways, besides the Worship Service and Bible Studies, that we are adding for this 
new year.
 

     The first is that I challenge us as a church body to read through the Bible in one year. R.C. Sproul 
reminded us that “Disciples of Christ abide in His Word. Those who abide in His Word know the truth 
and are free.” As we seek to make disciples at FPC, it is important that we are students of the Word. 
But as the Epistle of James reminds us, we want to be “doers of the word, and not hearers only.”
 

     Again, reading the Bible together not only encourages us with the truth of God’s Word each day, 
but it also provides one more means of fellowship and connection as we read and are able to discuss 
the same passages of Scripture with one another each week. (The sermon series for the year will be 
based on one of the weekly readings.)

					In order to keep us on the same ‘page’, we are going to be using the One Year Chronological Bible 
published by Tyndale House. We will have these Bibles available for $15 in the church foyer.  Or, if you 
prefer to use your own Bible, we will have the reading plan printed, and it will be listed in the church 
bulletin weekly.  Or, you may go online and read it at:

 https://oneyearbibleonline.com/weekly-chronological-readings/ 
     So, whether you’ve read through the Bible many times before or are determined to read it through 
for the first time ever, we hope you’ll read with your church family in 2023.
 

     Second, we will have weekly devotions from our elders posted on our website and Facebook page to 
encourage you in your walk with Jesus.  Again, as we read and meditate on the same passages, we will 
grow as disciples and in our fellowship with one another.
 

Consider joining us in 2023 and we eagerly look for what God will do through FPC.
 
     In Christ,

     Barksdale

https://oneyearbibleonline.com/weekly-chronological-readings/


 WORSHIP MINISTRY

   Sunday Mornings - 10:30am Worship Service (Also Online)
   Sunday Evenings - 6:00pm Prayer Meeting (On Facebook)

Fellowship Time 
 

Join us for beverages, cookies and treats after Sunday’s Worship Service

 DISCIPLESHIP 2023

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
      

 

Tuesdays, January 3rd (Lesson 15) and January 17th (Lesson 16)

“Defining True Wisdom” James 3:13-18 / “Looking at Your Heart” James 4:1-3

 10:00am at the church

Growing in Wisdom & Faith, a study of James by Elizabeth George
from “A Woman After God’s Own Heart” Series 

Call Kathy Belville at 508-733-0546 for more information - All are welcome!

DONUTS & DOCTRINE Bible Study
Wednesday mornings at 10:00am - We resume on January 4th!!!

Join us starting January 4th as we begin a study of the Book of Job. 
The Book of Job presents us with several tough questions about life:

Why does evil happen? Is God just in His rule? Is God sovereign?
What is wisdom? What is a person’s true motivation for serving God?

Why has God done these things to me? Is a faith that is not tested fully valid?
We look forward to some good discussion around God’s Word, 
and we trust that at the end of our study we can say with Job,

“The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away;
blessed be the name of the Lord.”

Church Membership CLASS 

Next class scheduled for Sunday, January 29, 2023 at 9:30am
Sign up to attend a one-class introduction to FPC

Winter
Sermon 
Series
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Sunday, January 8th - Epiphany Stars  
As the old year turns to a new one 

at FPC, we will be offering stars 
during the Worship Service, 

with a word to guide us throughout 
the year as we remember the star 

that guided the Magi to Jesus.



DISCIPLESHIP
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Four Disciple Making Essentials

The Word of God - scripture is vitally important. We cannot objectively know the truths we 
need to know about God and how we are to obey him apart from scripture.

But, too many churches and leaders over-emphasize scripture and knowledge (at the 
expense of other elements).
 
The People of God - relationships are essential in disciple making. Jesus’ method, above all, 
was relational. In the gospels he was with his disciples--walking, talking, experiencing—most of 
the time. So, like Jesus, we must engage in meaningful relationships with those we are discipling 
so that we can relate to them, love them, teach them scripture and help them to obey it in 
practical ways.

But relationships and scripture are not enough.
 
The Spirit of God – is the ultimate agent of transformation in disciple making. Scripture 
teaches us that it is the Spirit who convicts a person of sin and draws that person to place his or 
her faith in Jesus (John 16:7-11; 1 John 2:20-27). And then God tells us that the power that 
brings change in discipling relationships is the Holy Spirit, who transforms us from one degree of 
glory into the other, as we become more and more like Jesus. (2 Corinthians 3:17-18)

But, if all we have is 1) the Word of God, 2) the People of God, and 3) the Spirit of God, 
something is still missing.

The Mission of Jesus – is the intentionality factor that grounds discipling relationships in 
purpose, forethought, and strategy. Every disciple and every potential disciple needs someone to 
guide them, to disciple them. They need someone who knows what Jesus meant when he told us 
that it is up to us to “make disciples.” (Matthew 28:18-20) Intentionality is to be purposive, to 
know where we are guiding someone. Many do not realize that God will partner with us in 
disciple making. He seeks to redeem the world as we co-labor with him–that is why he teaches us 
to make disciples. (Colossians 1:28; Galatians 3:19; 1 Thessalonians 2:18-19)

So, examine the disciple making strategy you are using in your discipling relationships.       
I call it your micro disciple making method. You must include each of these four elements for 
holistic and effective disciple making–do not neglect any one of them…

From Matt Dabbs
Discipleship.org



 FPC’S ANNUAL CONCERT SERIES 2022 - 2023
 

**  Sunday, October 23, 2022, 3:00pm

The Dunnemans

Reg and Gretchen Dunneman sing their own special blend 
of gospel music, including southern gospel, traditional, hymn, 

and classical Christian styles. Their full-time ministry 
presents concerts from Ontario to Florida, to Maine, to Texas.

 

**  Sunday, December 4, 2022, 3:00pm

The Two Piano Group

The Cultural Center’s Two Piano Group unites once again to perform 
their traditional mix of contemporary and traditional favorites, 
plus some new and innovative selections. These area musicians 

come from a professional pianistic musical background and 
are joined together by their love of playing the enhanced 
orchestral like sound created by the two-piano repertoire.

 

**  Sunday, January 15, 2023, 3:00pm

Matrick Thorpe and Ann Alton, Cellists

Matrick Thorpe is a 15 year old cellist from the Sarasota area.
  He is a classical student who recently toured abroad in 11 countries 
and has his own YouTube channel, Matrickplayscello. Matrick will be 
joined in this concert by his teacher and returning artist Ann Alton.

 

* Sunday, February 12, 2023, 3:00pm

The Goldtones

The Goldtones are one of Florida’s premiere vocal harmony groups 
singing songs ranging from the traditional doo-wop tunes of the 50s 
and 60s to those melodies sung by later groups of the 70s and 80s. 

Audiences love them not only for their vocal talents,
but for their humor and their audience interaction.

 

**  Sunday, March 12, 2023, 3:00pm

Patti Page and the Joyful Ringers

Patti Page is a Handbell Soloist, playing her own set 
of 30 English Handbells along the East Coast.

The Joyful Ringers are a Handbell Choir 
from Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Port Charlotte.

 

* Goldtones - Ticketed Event - $15.00 Donation Tickets available in the church office

** All other concerts - Free Will Offering - $15.00 Suggested Donation
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 FPC ACTIVITIES AND OUTREACH

PRAYER SHAWL GATHERING 
Monday, January 9th, 10:00am

GAME FELLOWSHIP 
Thursday mornings at 10:00am in Fellowship Hall  All are welcome!

LADIES LUNCH BUNCH

1st and 3rd Friday of each month

Sign up in the church foyer

Friday, January 6th
12:00pm

River City Grill
131 W. Marion

Punta Gorda

Friday, January 20th
12:00pm

Cracker Barrel
800 Kings Hwy.
Port Charlotte

 

CROSSROADS Bar-B-Que

Stay tuned for our rescheduled date!

Join us for a Barbecue lunch with the boys from 
Crossroads Hope Academy at our church’s barbecue pit.

 

 

PULLEN UP A CHAIR 
Barksdale and Bo will host get-together dinners for groups of eight at their home

Wednesdays, January 4th and February 1st at 5:00pm

Sign up in the church foyer or call/email the church office

There is no agenda, lesson, or study, just a time to get together for fellowship 
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LUNCH ’N’ LEARN -  Thursday, January 26th  at12:00pm

 Presented by the Sheriff’s Department on
 “Scams & Crimes Pulled on Seniors”

Sign up in the church foyer

 

DEEP CLEAN THE KITCHEN

Monday, January 30th - Join us to help clean the kitchen
Sign up in the church foyer

Building new shelves in the Garage!

Thank you Roy Belville, Sam Cessna, and Pastor Barksdale 



 FPC ACTIVITIES - Christmas Dinner
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 MISSIONS MINISTRY

MISIÓN PENIEL (IMMOKALEE, FLORIDA)

CROSSROADS HOPE ACADEMY (PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA)

Crossroadspg.org

JESUS LOVES YOU MINISTRY (PORT CHARLOTTE, FLORIDA)

Jesuslovesyouministryinc.com

Misionpeniel.com

ANTIOCH PARTNERS MISSIONARIES

Eric and Debbie Stone, Guatemala
Lisa Alfonsi, Lima, Peru
theantiochpartners.org

MISSIONARY VENTURES INTERNATIONAL

Chasen and Katie Brokaw
Nicaragua

mvi.org
breakingborders.org

Monthly Mission Support

Shower & Lunch
Ministry

First Presbyterian Church proudly supports
Missions from our church budget. 

If you would personally like to make additional 
donations, please make checks payable to FPC 

and indicate the mission on the memo line.

  

Thank you for your Christmas Offerings for

TOYS FOR TOTS - Our box was full of toys!

MISIÓN PENIEL - Christmas Gifts for Children

VETERANS VILLAGE  - Publix Gift Cards

CROSSROADS  - Supplies (Socks and Underwear)

Jesus Loves You Shower Ministry  - Medical Supplies
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What an incredible blessing! Thank you ladies so much 
for blessing Bailey and me with such a sweet baby shower. 

It was very special to celebrate with y’all from afar. 
Thank you for the backpack, baby goodies, your incredible 

generosity, and prayers. Those are sweet memories 
I’ll cherish. Thank you!  Katie Brokaw



MILITARY PRAYER LIST

* Major John McPherson, Air Force, great nephew of Marguerite O’Brien, stationed at Sheppard Air Force Base    
in Wichita Falls, Texas

* Major Ryan Swisher, Army Ranger, grandson of Rachel Pfaender, stationed in North Carolina
* Major Eric Engstrom, Army Intel., son of Alan Engstrom, stationed at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas
* Captain Zadick Self, Marines, grandson-in-law of Ron Beasom, stationed in Peoria, Illinois
* Navy Seaman Tyler Beasom, Navy, grandson of Ron Beasom, stationed in San Diego, California
* MSgt. Nick Weiss, Air Force, grandson of Gail Thornton, is home based
* Lt. Col. David Sifferd, Jr., Army Reserve, son of David Sifferd, stationed in Ft. Knox, KY
* Pvt. Michael Robert Wagner, U.S. Marine Corp., great-grandson of Robert and Jean Humphreys

Do you have a family member serving in the military? 
If so, we’d like to add them to the newsletter prayer list.  Fill out the form that’s on the sign-up table 

in the church foyer and place it in the HELMET or let the church office know.
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 When all was said and done we bagged up 410 bags to be passed out later that day. Miquel then gave a 
quick tour of the garden area to the three new folks.  A picture was taken for posterity and farewells were said.   
On the way home we did our usual stop at Cracker Barrel for lunch.  Everyone was very excited for what we 
were able to accomplish and we’re looking forward to going back in February. 

At this time we will do the 2:00-6:30pm shift to see what happens when they pass out the bags to the 
farm workers and also get to see the people that we are ministering to.  If you are interested in coming with us 
we would love to have you come along.  There is always work to be done. We will be planning on leaving the 
Church at 12:30pm on February 24th, so mark your calendars for it will be here before you know it.

MISIÓN PENIEL
 Miquel and Marifrans were so excited to see us 
arrive. The greeting we received was unforgettable.  It made us all 
feel so welcomed and appreciated.  There were a total of ten 
people who traveled down to MisiÓn Peniel in Immokalee on 
Friday, December 9th in two cars.  After introducing everyone, 
Miquel put us right to work.  Four ladies packed two bags of 
pasta in shopping bags to replace prebaked beans when they ran 
out.  The four men and one lady formed an assembly line and 
bagged up some cans and dry goods into grocery bags.                 
I volunteered to break down cardboard boxes.  When the ladies 
were done with the pasta they moved onto the assembly line or 
bagged up diapers in quantities of 20 per bag. 



MEMBER CARE
Prayer Requests and Hospital / Rehab Information

Address, Phone, Email changes
Birthdays and Anniversaries

Email to first@fpcpunta.org

First Pres is on Facebook!
Go to:

facebook.com/FirstPresbyterianChurch-Punta Gorda

Giving to FPC  -  In person 
 Mail to the church office: 25250 Airport Rd; PG, FL 33950

Online Giving through our website:  fpcpunta.org, click Donate
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The One Year Chronological Bible
Reading Plan for January 2023

Pick up a copy of the Reading Plan in the church foyer

For January, we will read:

Genesis 1 - 50

1 Chronicles 1 - 2:8

Job 1 - 42



1 Joan Hoffman 11

2 Bob & Jean Humphreys 12

3 Pat Ihrie 13

4 Bob & Lois Jornlin 14

5 Tom & Carol Kerr 15

6 Jean LaMantia 16

7 Ken & Lynda Lambert 17

8 David & Lynn Lang 18

9 Ernie & DeAnn Lehman 19

Connie Luther

Myles MacDonald

Steve MacDonald

Carolyn Ann Maupin

Gene & Barbara McPherson

Larry & Sue Mesler

Steve & Joanie Mock

Steve & Valerie Neeley

Jim & Patti Nuznoff

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

David Osweiler

David & Jane Otoupal

Nelson & Florence Parker

Bruce Peters

Rachel Pfaender

Linda Potthoff

Barksdale & Bo Pullen

Pete & Debbie Rostad

Jack & Patty Rothley

10 Al & Susie Lorenz 20 Marguerite O’Brien 30 Barbara Ryan

31 Charles Sampsel

Prayer is the place where burdens change shoulders - We pray for….
The elderly, the infirm, the hospitalized, those in nursing homes, the homebound and lonely, 

and all those who have requested our prayerful support. 

Each month we remember church members and friends on a rotating basis…

JANUARY 2023
              CHURCH PRAYER CALENDAR AND CELEBRATIONS
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     1—Steve Neeley

     4—Minty Ausman

     2—Marguerite O’Brien

     5—Sheila Dabney

    18—Bill Dosse

    13—Bev Brady

     29—Rachel Pfaender


