
APRIL 2021
Worship Service in our Sanctuary at 10:30am 

or watch our worship service LIVE! at:
www.fpcpunta.org and click on the logo “vimeo livestream”
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A"er	Easter,	Now	What?

We are in the midst of  Holy Week, but soon it will be over and in the stores the chocolate eggs will be 
discounted, and Easter cards will be replaced by Graduation or Mother’s Day cards. But here is the 
question: What do we do once Easter Sunday is over?  We are celebrating the event that makes us 
Christians, and because Jesus rose from the grave, He had victory over death, sin, and Satan; that means 
that everything changes!  So now what?

We ask ourselves, what does Easter mean to me?  Will the events of  Easter Sunday have real life-changing 
implications in my life?

Well, what did Mary do when she saw the empty grave? She had to go and tell someone; she told the 
disciples! How about the disciples? Well, at first, they were skeptical, but upon seeing Jesus they believed 
and understood His words. 

Jesus Himself  gave them the task, we read about it in Matthew 28: Go therefore and make disciples of  all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of  the age.

So what did Peter do?  This same Peter who had denied Christ three times.  This same Peter who answered 
Jesus three times on the beach, “Of  course I love you.” That Peter, and the rest of  us were given a task – 
feed my sheep.  So, what did Peter do? He shared the good news of  the Gospel, and it records in Acts, 
“Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the church that day—about 3,000 in all.”

So, what are we to do after Easter Sunday? Take up that same mantle – share the good news of  the Gospel 
and don’t keep it to ourselves. We might not see 3000 people converted at one time, but that is not the 
point. There will be lots of  opportunities in the coming months to invite friends to join us in activities at 
the church.  These opportunities are for us to fellowship together, but also opportunities to expose people 
to the community of  faith, and more importantly the One who makes us a community – Jesus Christ. 
Keep an eye on the bulletin for these opportunities, and the classes that will help you grow in your faith.  
As Covid slips more into the background, we will be opening more and more, and wonderful opportunities 
will be before us.

I want to simply challenge you to not let the celebration of  Easter end on Easter Sunday.  Take the good 
news of  the Gospel into the world, which begins right outside your door.  Let’s look forward to celebrating 
next year with new members of  the family. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Barksdale
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 WORSHIP MINISTRY

Sunday Mornings - 10:30am Worship Service (Also Online)

Sunday Evenings - 6:00pm Prayer Meeting (On Facebook)

 MISSIONS UPDATE - MARCH 2021
The Missions Committee meets monthly to review the financial support 

that our church offers. Monthly support, designated in our church’s annual 
budget, is provided to several organizations (as listed on Page 3 in this 
newsletter). The Deacons Fund offering, collected monthly on Sundays, is used 
for special needs of our church family and those in our community.

FPC continues to support Misión Peniel financially, but has made the 
decision to discontinue visits to Immokalee; as they have more than enough 
support from the churches in their area. Instead, the Missions Committee will 
focus on needs in our area that we can help and work with.

In March the Missions Committee met with a representative from Jesus 
Loves You Ministry located in Port Charlotte. Their ministry reaches out to help 
the homeless in Charlotte County. We received many ideas of needs where we 
would like to help in the coming year.

Our first project is to collect Denim Jeans - sizes 26 through 38 waists. 
Collection dates are April 11th to April 25th.  If you prefer to make a financial 
donation for the Mission Committee to purchase the jeans, please use a pew 
envelope and designate it for “Denim Jeans”.

Blessings and Thank You from your Missions Committee

THE GREATEST GIFT

THE GREATEST GIFT
WAS ON A CROSS

SUFFERING AMONG
HIS FOLLOWERS LOST

HIS CRIES WERE MORE
THAN WE COULD BEAR

AS HIS CLOTHES
WERE RIPPED AWAY FROM HIM

AND THE ATMOSPHERE BECAME VERY DIM

WE WATCHED HIM DIE
OH HOW WE CRIED

AS THEY CARRIED HIM TO A CAVE
FOR A SHORT TIME TO STAY

GOD SENT HIM TO US AS
THE GREATEST GIFT

TO SAVE US FROM OUR SINS
AND TAKE US BACK TO HEAVEN WITH HIM

                                  Holy Spirit / Nancy Beasom
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 MISSIONS MINISTRY FOR 2021

MISIÓN PENIEL (IMMOKALEE, FLORIDA)

First Presbyterian Church proudly supports
Missions from our church budget. 

If you would personally like to make additional 
donations, please make checks payable to FPC 

and indicate the mission on the memo line.

CROSSROADS HOPE ACADEMY (PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA)

Crossroadspg.org

JESUS LOVES YOU MINISTRY (PORT CHARLOTTE, FLORIDA)

Jesuslovesyouministryinc.com

Misionpeniel.com

ANTIOCH PARTNERS MISSIONARIES

Eric and Debbie Stone, Guatemala
Lisa Alfonsi, Lima, Peru
theantiochpartners.org

MISSIONARY VENTURES INTERNATIONAL

Chasen and Katie Brokaw
Nicaragua

mvi.org
breakingborders.org

Special Mission Support

Monthly Mission Support

Thank you for your donations for Blanket Sunday on March 7th.  
We were able to send a check for $356.00 to Church World Service, to purchase 

blankets to provide warmth for victims of disasters and communities worldwide. 



MEMBER CARE AND ACTIVITIES
Prayer Requests and Hospital / Rehab Information

Address, Phone, Email changes
Birthdays and Anniversaries
Email to first@fpcpunta.org

First Pres is on Facebook!
Go to:

facebook.com/FirstPresbyterianChurch-Punta Gorda

Giving to FPC  -  In person or Mail to the church office: 25250 Airport Rd; PG, FL 33950
Online Giving through our website:  fpcpunta.org, click Donate
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PRAYER SHAWL GATHERINGS
Monday, April 12th, at 10:00am in Fellowship Hall to knit or crochet. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Tuesdays, April 6th and 20th - We finish our study of If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve 

Got to Get Out of the Boat on April 6th. On April 20th we will begin a study of Elijah: Spiritual 
Stamina in Every Season by Melissa Spoelstra. We meet at the church from 10:00am - 11:30am. 

For additional information, please call Kathy Belville at 508-733-0546.  

DONUTS & DOCTRINE  
Our Wednesday Morning Bible Study meets at 10:00am both at the church and online.                 

In April, we continue with the stories of familiar hymns and look at the Book of James. 
  Please join us in person or online!

GAME FELLOWSHIP — Thursday mornings at 10:00am in Fellowship Hall.  All welcome!

Congratulations to Marjorie Haun
on the birth of her ninth great grandchild!

Ellaina Claire Sassa was born on March 3rd
to grandson Tom Sasso and Leann Drummond 

of Canastota, New York. 

MURAL WALKING TOUR OF PUNTA GORDA — April 12th
Join us for a walking tour led by Pastor Barksdale as we walk through 

downtown Punta Gorda and see eleven of the murals and learn a little of 
the history of Punta Gorda. The walk is approximately two miles. 
We will gather at the church at 9:00am on Monday, April 12th.  

We will finish around 11:00am at Harbor Scoops for a treat!
Invite a friend and sign up in the church foyer, limited to twelve people. 

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP CLASS — April 18th & 25th
Are you interested in joining the church, or learning a bit more about its history 
and future? Join Pastor Barksdale on Sundays, April 18th and 25th, at 9:15am. 

Our denomination, ECO, also has an affiliate membership 
for those wishing to retain their membership in their home church.

CHURCH WORK DAY — Friday, April 23rd, 9:00am
 It’s time to clean the grill pit so we can use it for our May BBQ 

and other Fellowship events.  Sign up in the church foyer.

Congratulations to Gail Thornton
on the birth of her 28th great grandchild!
McKenna Lee Grace Hawkins was born 

on March 16th to Jeff and Shauna Hawkins
 of Montgomery, Illinois. 
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 RUMMAGE SALE AT FPC

 Do you have some extra ‘treasures’ you would like to get rid of?   
First Pres will host a Church Rummage Sale on Saturday, April 17, from 
8:00 AM – 12:00 PM in our parking lot, the purpose of which is to create a 
fun way to get our name out in the community after a year of silence with 
Covid. If you have some ‘treasures’ to sell, then you can reserve a spot on 
the parking lot (each parking spot is $10), and if you would like a table, 

then each table is $5 (while supplies last. 

😊

). 
Sign up in the church lobby or see Bev Brady or Gail Evans for more 

details. (You will need to staff your own area and provide change, and after 
the sale, please take your leftover ‘treasures’ home. Thank-you)

A Prayer from Charlotte County House of Prayer
to all the churches in Charlotte County

May the Lord “grant you according to His riches in glory to be strengthened with might 
through His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; 

that you being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the 
saints what is the width and length, and depth and height—to know the love of Christ 

which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God”.  
Ephesians 3:16-19

x-apple-data-detectors://0
x-apple-data-detectors://0


1 Irene Csontos 11

2 Diane Culver-Truby 12

3 Robert Cuzner 13

4 Sheila Dabney 14

5 Bill & Sonja Dosse 15

6 John & Ramona Douglas 16

7 Phyllis Ehrhardt 17

8 Alan Engstrom 18

9 John & Gail Evans 19

Dick & Sandy Fisher

Frances Frost

Ron & Neta Gensemer

Rich & Barb Harris 

Marjorie Haun

Jean Hinman

Joan Hoffman

Bob & Jean Humphreys

Bill & Ellen Hutt

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Bob & Beverly Ingalls

Tom & Carol Kerr

Jean LaMantia

Ken & Lynda Lambert

David & Lynn Lang

Ernie & DeAnn Lehman

Paul & Pat Longergan

Al & Susie Lorenz

Connie Luther

10 George Fallenbeck & Bev Brady 20 Pat Ihrie 30 Myles MacDonald

Prayer is the place where burdens change shoulders - We pray for….
The elderly, the infirm, the hospitalized, those in nursing homes, the homebound and lonely, 

and all those who have requested our prayerful support. 

Each month we remember church members and friends on a rotating basis…
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APRIL 2021 
              CHURCH PRAYER CALENDAR AND CELEBRATIONS

  3—Lynn Lang

  4—Phyllis Ehrhardt

  6—Helen Anderson

  9—Jean Humphreys

  9—Ella Sifferd

  19—Tom Kerr

  20—Andy Smith

  21—Bo Sostar

  23—Nancy Smith

  25—Dick Fisher

  19—Sam Cessna

    15—John & Ramona Douglas 64 yrs.

    18—David & Lynn Lang 38 yrs.

    12—Rich & Barb Harris 18 yrs


