
 

The Messenger December 2011     Page 1  

 

 “To you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. … Glory to 
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among 
those whom he favors!”        

    Luke 2:11,14 
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Sunday, December 11th  
at the 10:30am service 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Saturday, December 24th at 7:00pm 

May this Christmas season 
bring you the love and peace  

of our Lord Jesus. 
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Continued on page 2: Mock’s Musings 

OUR MISSION AND PURPOSE 
LOVING…. GROWING…. GOING…. in JESUS! 

Loving… God and others through worship and fellowship. 
Growing… in our understanding Jesus and God’s purposes for us through Bible 

study, and developing our ministries to serve God and others. 
Going… into God’s world with His message of love and salvation through Jesus 

Christ, and with His ministries of compassion and mercy. 

Session Notes 4 

Notices 5 

Music Notes 6 

Bereavement Team 7 

Thank You 7 

Presbyterian Women 8 

Parish Nurse Health Corner 9 

Mission Ministry 10 

Prayer Calendar, Birthdays & 
Anniversaries 

12 

This ’n That 13 

Bible Quiz 14 

Church Officers & Staff 15 

Monthly Calendar—see insert  

         
A PUBLICATION OF THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF 
PUNTA GORDA FLORIDA 

INS IDE THIS ISSUE 

A s a child, Christmas was a special time for me. With my birthday 
the day before Christmas Eve, my paternal grandparents would 
always come and stay with us on my day. Then next day, on 

Christmas Eve, we’d all go to the candlelight service at my home church; 
sing carols and light candles (I always liked lighting my candle). Then we 
returned home to cookies, milk and sometimes, opening a present or 
two. Then Christmas morning would arrive and…well I’m sure you can 

figure out the rest. Christmas 
was such a happy time for me 
growing up. It was family. It was 
lots of presents (birthday and 

Christmas). It was great food. It was just fun and joyful. 

When I became a teenager, my eyes were opened to God’s 
incredible love and gift in the person of His Son Jesus. Even though I still 
enjoyed Christmas for all the same reasons, it was taking on a new and 
wonderful meaning for me. Thinking about what God did by becoming 
human in the form of His Son and living with us, dying for us and rising 
to save us, changed my focus on what Christmas was all about. 

It’s not a date on the calendar. It’s not a holiday season of 
shopping and gift giving. It’s not families gathering. It’s not singing carols 
or lighting candles. It’s now more than that. It’s celebrating the most 
incredible gift the world has ever seen – God becoming flesh and 
dwelling among us – God, flesh and blood, living, feeling and experiencing 

MOCK’S MUSINGS   
Rev. Stephen A. Mock, Pastor 

Stay connected when you’re away. Watch our worship service LIVE! Go to our website at: 
www.fpcpunta.org and click on the link “Watch services LIVE here” on our homepage. 

DECEMBER 2011 

“Through Jesus we can 
see God more clearly.” 
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 MOCK’S MUSINGS   From page 1  
life as we do – being helpless as a baby, dependent upon 
His earthly parents – God as a teenager – God as a son, 
a blue collar carpenter with callous, rough hands – who 
felt pain and weariness like we do – who reached out 
and touched the leper, healed the sick, fed the 5,000 and 
who chose to suffer the worse death imaginable at that 
time in history. God incarnate – one with us – lived and 
died for us. Through Jesus, we can see God more 
clearly. Through this baby in a manger, God chose to 
identify with us so that we could know that He cares 
and loves us. 

Now Christmas is all those wonderful past 
experiences and joys, but it is more. It is time to 

remember God’s gift of love and hope. It is time to 
celebrate the miracle of the incarnation – God becoming 
human. It is time to respond back with love and 
devotion to our Savior. It’s a time to be amazed and in 
awe of what God did and is doing for us. 

May we all have a wonderful Christmas and be 
filled with the awe of God’s love through His Son Jesus 
Christ. 

   In Christ, 

If you haven’t returned your 2012 pledge yet, we urge 
you to do so as soon as possible. Thank you. 

 

SESS ION NOTES 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE NOVEMBER 21ST SESS ION 
 Approved request by Children’s Network to use the Fellowship Hall for training people to be adopting or 

foster parents, beginning in February. 
 
 Mortgage balance as of 11/21/11 – $114,052.39.   
 
 Stewardship – Received 39 pledges for a total of $105,290.    There were: 13 pledges that were the same 

as 2011, 18 pledges that were increased, 3 that were less and 5 new pledges. 
 
 Approved Steve’s vacation time:  November 23, 29, December 7, 14, 20, 27-29.  (No Sundays included in 

these days). 
 
 Ron Rand seminar still on track for March. 

 
       Gail Thornton, Clerk of Session 
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W e will be decorating the church with poinsettias for Christmas. If you would like to 
give one in memory of, or in honor of a loved one, or to the glory of God, please 
use one of the poinsettia offering envelopes that are on the table in the back of the 

sanctuary or call the church office. Suggested donation is $7 per poinsettia. Please return your 
envelope to the church by December 19th in order to be listed in a special bulletin. 

REMEMBER A LOVED ONE WITH A CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA 

CHRISTMAS CARDS TO SUPPORT PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

C hristmas cards, created as a Presbyterian Women (PW) fundraiser for their 
outreach projects, are available on the PW table in the church entrance.  
 

 The card front is of First Presbyterian Church pre-hurricane Charley.  For a 
donation of $5 you get a pack of ten cards and envelopes.   
 
 This year, help support PW by getting your Christmas cards from them. 
  
  Merry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry Christmas   

CHRISTMAS POTLUCK SUPPER 
  

 The Fellowship Team invites you to their 2011 Christmas Gathering 
Potluck Supper on Saturday, December 17th. We will start gathering at 5:30pm 
and eat at 6pm. Nancy Smith will play piano during social and dinner time. 
  
 Ham, turkey, beverages, and dessert will be provided. Please bring a dish 
for the buffet table. 
  
 The Jubilee Singers with Betty Lane on piano will entertain us. So put on 
your favorite Christmas outfit and bring your favorite dish and join us for a 
time of fellowship and cheer. Please sign up in the church entrance so we have 
an idea of how many will attend. 
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MUSIC NOTES  

C hristmas is a time of traditions and I’m sure all of us can tell many stories of our family’s traditions.  Whether 
you think of decorating a tree, or skating on a frozen pond, riding a sled down a hill, or taking down that 
stocking stuffed with Christmas goodies, it is a time for reminiscing about family.  One of my fondest memories 

is the Christmas cookies that you could smell in our house around Christmas.  When you came in the house upon that 
smell, you knew it was Christmas time. 

 
 Christmas traditions are prevalent in our church as well.  Since I’ve been here the last seven years, our 
tradition is for the Choir to present our Christmas Cantata on the second Sunday of December.  I surely don’t want to 
break any Presbyterian traditions, so again this year our Christmas Cantata will be on December 11th, at the 10:30am 
service.  Also, our Praise Team will present a collection of Christmas songs at our 9am service.  Come to either or 
both services and enjoy the music of the season as we sing our songs to our Lord. 
 
 This is also a great Sunday to bring a friend and share some of what our Church has to offer.  No greater gift 
can be given during this season than the gift that is represented by the Christ child.   
 
 Our Christmas Eve Service begins at 7pm.  The Praise Team will present about 15 minutes of music prior to 
the service starting at 6:45pm.  Please plan to come a little early and be blessed as we worship our Lord through our 
music. 
 
 May each of us feel the love of this Christmas season. 
 
   

Join the Church Choir 
 
 The brilliant Christian psychiatrist, Dr. Walter Menninger, said that singing in a church 
choir was very helpful to him. After an exhausting day at work, he found it inspirational and 
soothing to go to choir practice at his church. The music enabled him to put the stress of his 
day behind him, get in touch with something beautiful and holy, and end the day relaxed and 
uplifted.  
           Ask a choir member what singing in a choir does for him or her. It's very likely that 
you'll find he or she gets great joy in serving the Lord through singing. And remember, also, 
there is wonderful fellowship among choir members. Singing in a choir is a good way to make new 
friends. Try it. 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE BEREAVEMENT TEAM 

T here is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under Heaven (Ecclesiastes 3:18 NIV) 
 
 A time to be born and a time to die, 

  A time to plant and a time to uproot, 
  A time to kill and a time to heal, 
  A time to tear down and a time to build, 
  A time to weep and a time to laugh, 
  A time to mourn and a time to dance, 
  A time to scatter stones and one to gather, 
  A time to embrace and a time to refrain, 
  A time to search and a time to give up, 
  A time to keep and a time to throw away, 
  A time to tear and a time to mend, 
  A time to be silent and a time to speak, 
  A time to love and a time to hate, 
  A time for war and a time for peace. 
 
 But primarily, Christmas is time to wish Jesus a “Happy Birthday!” 
 
 Meet & Chat will meet the first Friday of December at 10am. 
 
 Mark your calendars for Tuesday, January 17th. The Bereavement Team is sponsoring a dinner at 6pm. Our 
guest speaker will be Christine Hensley Robbins, whose topic will be “The Other Side of Anger.” 
 
     God bless and take care of you, 
     Joy Kiser 

Dear Church family, 
 I have so many thanks for those that made Mel’s memorial service special. First 

of all to Steve, who helped me with the plans, for the day, and then his message that he gave. 
It was surely from the heart. 

 Thanks to Randy and the choir. Working with Randy was great. I told him I would like the choir to 
sing “On Eagles Wings.” I wasn’t sure how many of the choir would be there, but when 25 of them came in, I 
was brought to tears—and what a beautiful job they did. Thanks to Pat for the wonderful way she sang Mel’s 
favorite song. 
 Thanks to Presbyterian Women. The food was plentiful, and as always, prepared and served with 
love. Thanks to Joan Hoffman who made things go smooth.  
 I want to thank all who attended Mel’s memorial service. I love you all.  
     Lorraine Sisson 
  
 As 2011 draws to an end, I would like to thank all the wonderful people who volunteer in the  
church office, especially: Gail Thornton and Kay Callahan, our office assistants; Dianne Sizemore, who fills in 
whenever needed; Barb & Dave Woods, who make sure the pews have envelopes, pens, etc.; and Nancy 
Julius for proofing “The Messenger.”  
  Thank you all for your continuous support all year. 
       Your sister in Christ, 
       Elizabeth 
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 Presbyterian Women’s Bible Study will continue with the study of Deborah from the Book 
of Judges through December 6, 2011.  We will adjourn for the holidays, and continue with a 
study of Women of the Bible on January 17, 2012 through the end of May.   
 
 All women of the church are welcome to this study, if you haven’t had the opportunity to 
be part of this group, we invite you to attend a study just to see how God has helped us to be 
better Christians through study and fellowship.  The studies meet on the first and third Tuesdays of 
each month at the home of Robert and Sharon Cuzner, 2615 Rio Grande Dr, Punta Gorda Isles.  
All gatherings start at 10am, are about 1½ hours in length and include time for fellowship and 
cookies.   

                              PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  

P resbyterian Women will meet on Saturday, December 10th at 11am.  All women of the church are 
invited.  
 

 Please bring something for the table—sandwiches, salads, etc. Also, dozens of cookies 
are needed to pack up for our shut-in’s and veterans, which we will be doing at this meeting. We 
are hoping to have a guest speaker from the Veterans’ Home in Port Charlotte. 
 
 Our next meeting will be in February 2012.   

CHRISTMAS TIME 
 
 
CHRISTMAS TIME, WINTER TIME 
TIME TO SHARE WITH THOSE WE CARE. 
HUSTLE BUSTLE EVERYWHERE. 
 
CHRISTMAS TIME, BLESSING TIME 
TIME TO PRAY AND TIME TO SAY 
WE ARE THANKFUL EVERYDAY. 
 
CHRISTMAS TIME, JOYFUL TIME. 
TIME TO SING AND HUM ALL DAY 
AND PASS THE MESSAGE ALONG THE WAY  
 
THAT JESUS IS WITH US EVERY DAY. 
 
                      --NANCY BEASOM 
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THE PARISH NURSE HEALTH CORNER 
“Whoever wants to be first must be the slave of all. For even the Son of Man did 
not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.” 
           Mark 44-45   
  

T he Thanksgiving and Christmas Holidays are a peak time for faith, family and friends. It is also a time for more 
depression than usual. Folks up north get SAD (Seasonal Affective Disorder) while folks in Florida often miss 
their families. One sure cure for this sadness is to reach out and touch someone else. Our church has many 

sick, elderly and single people. Just sending a card with a note is a blessing to someone else. I have been privileged to be 
with elderly folks and watch the joy a card or letter brings. Often an older person doesn’t get much mail, especially if 
relatives are paying their bills. To up the ante, you could make a telephone call or a visit or invite this person to a 
holiday meal. For ideas of who to call, feel free to contact the church or me. Consider praying for this person every 
day, as well. We can all be “Jesus with skin on.” 
 
 Are you taking vitamin D yet? There are oodles of literature stating vitamin D3 is helpful for hearts, blood 
pressure, bones, CANCER, and cold and flu prevention. At least 1000mg/day is recommended. Many doctors are 
checking vitamin D blood levels now.  Last week my mailman told me he was low on vitamin D…go figure. 
 
 Don’t forget to eat everything in moderation this holiday season. Gaining a few pounds is no way to start the 
New Year. Here are some hints: 

- Every small piece of candy and/or cookies add up in calories. 
- Don’t become too hungry, eat frequent small meals. 
- Eat protein about every three hours to increase satiety. 
- Increase satiety with small amounts of healthy fats (nuts, seeds, avocados). 
- Eliminate fried foods, trans fats and most animal fats. 
- Increase your water intake. 
- Alcohol has many calories and increases hunger. 
- Last but not least, don’t forget to exercise! 

 
My father would have been 100 on December 14th. He died when I was six years old. My mother died in 

December of 1991. After her death, I realized that eyewitnesses were dying off. At my mother’s funeral, I asked my 
uncle to tell me about my dad; instead he focused on himself. At a recent Lunch ’n Learn we had Dan Cormier from 
Story Keeper USA. Dan preserves family memories by digitally audio taping someone’s life story. He has a professional 
way of doing this and he makes many copies. What a perfect Christmas gift to give to preserve a family legacy!  
Checkout his website at www.storykeeperusa.com, call 941-743-0030, or email Dan at info@storykeeperusa.com. 

    
 Because He lives! 
 Debbie Carney, RN, Parish Nurse 
 637-9389, 456-6804 
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SHOEBOX GIFTING 
 

T here is still time to fill a shoebox 
for the migrant children in 
Immokalee.   

 
 Fill either a regular or plastic 
shoebox, wrap it in festive paper if you 
like, and then put a tag on top saying 

gender and age. Please leave these boxes open so we can 
add things if necessary. 
 
 If you do not care to shop, or are unable to 
shop, please make out a check to the church marked 
“for Misión Peniel Christmas” and we will do the 
shopping for you. 
 
 The shoeboxes will be collected through 
December 11th. A list of suggested items  is on the 
“shoebox table” to help you shop. 
 
  Plan to come with us to Misión Peniel when we 
deliver the shoeboxes on Friday, December 23rd.  
We have fun, we have laughter, and we work hard as we 
feed the hungry migrants and pass out clothes.  We leave 
the church at 12:30pm. We always stop for a great meal 
and fellowship at Cracker Barrel on the return home.  
Please see Dianne Sizemore or call 743-5637 to reserve 
your seat for a rewarding trip. 
 

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING 
 
 When life’s burdens become too heavy to bear 
alone, many of us reach out to our spiritual leaders for 
support. They comfort, console, and counsel us, pray 
with us, and stay with us as we negotiate life’s challenges. 
We can give back with our support of the Christmas Joy 
Offering, which helps active and retired church workers 
with special financial needs. This year, our Christmas Joy 

Offering will be on December 18th. Your gift is one 
simple way you can give back to those who give so much. 
 

FILL THE BLUE BIN 
 

 Let no child go hungry.   Help us to fill the blue 
bin each week for St. Vincent De Paul so that our 
community gets the help it needs.  Please take advantage 
of the “buy one get one free” offers that the stores 
advertise; get one for you one for the bin.   
 

THANKSGIVING GIFTING 
 
 The Mission Team would like to thank you for 
your generosity this Thanksgiving.  We were able to feed 
many families this year because of you. The amount 
donated was $1,292.    
 

SECOND CHANCE RECOVERY 
 

 Our Spaghetti Dinner with Annie Guy from 
Second Chance Recovery was a great success.   We had 
$201 to help them with their endeavor. We were also 
able to give them some men’s clothing.   
 
 This is a very exciting endeavor.  It is the only 
Christ-centered rehab for recovering alcoholics and 
persons with drug problems.   They have one home for 
females and two for men.  They hope to soon have the 
largest Christ-centered rehab  in the state of Florida.  
Their stories were fascinating and humbling. They are 
doing great things.  Our goal is to come along beside 
them with Bible studies and possibly some social times.  
If you want to know more about Second Chance 
Recovery, ask Gail, Dianne, the Beasom’s, Elaine, or 
Laurel. 
 
 Bless you all for your gracious giving this year,   
 Dianne Sizemore, Chair & the Mission Team 

MISS ION MINISTRY NEWS 

 Your Mission Team is selling Butter Braid Coffee Cakes. This project is 
to raise money for any special mission needs, such as Christmas for Immokalee 

children, school supplies, etc.  The coffee cakes are frozen dough that you thaw, 
let raise, and then bake. They are of excellent quality and the cost is $12 each, 
of which $5 goes to the mission fund. Call the church office to order. 

Mission Project 
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Make Your Preparations ‘Advent’-urous 
 
 Advent — the first season of the liturgical year — includes the four Sundays and weeks prior to 
December 25. Advent dates from the fourth century, when it lasted 40 days and included fasting and 
solemnity, much like Lent. 
 Advent is from Adventus, Latin for “coming,” referring to Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem and also his 
second coming. The traditional colors of Advent are purple for penitence or blue 
for hope. 
 Observing Advent is a meaningful, adventurous way to prepare for 
Christmas. Buy or make an Advent wreath and use candles of your choice: four 
blue, four purple, or three blue or purple and one pink. If you have a fifth spot, 
add one white Christ candle. During meals or devotions, light only one candle the 
first week. Add another for each new week (the pink candle traditionally marks 
the third week), concluding with the white candle (if you have one) on Christmas. 
The increasing light reminds us we’re getting closer to celebrating Christ’s light 
coming into the world. 

While They Were Sleeping 
 
 It was an evening like any other. Ordinary men were doing an ordinary job. Shepherds were 
“keeping watch over their flock by night” (Luke 2:8). Was it chilly? Were they tired? When angels 
appeared with news of a Savior, had the shepherds been talking about their troubles or sharing a good 
joke?  
 How quickly, how mysteriously, how unexpectedly an ordinary night became the turning point of 
human history. How remarkable that God chose to set His great rescue plan in motion when only a young 
couple was paying attention and only a few shepherds were awake.  
 God’s work is sometimes so secret we may wonder if He’s there or if He cares. The Christmas 
story tells us that God works out breathtaking plans for our lives in the dark, often while we’re sleeping 
or going about our ordinary routines.  

What’s On Your List? 
 
 A little smile, a word of cheer, 
 A bit of love from someone near, 
 A little gift from one held dear, 
 Best wishes for the coming year ...  
 These make a Merry Christmas! 
 
    —John Greenleaf Whittier 
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Walt & Joy Kiser Edwina Norton Barbara Ryan 

Bob & Joyce Kiskaddon Robert & Eleanor Norton Charles Sampsel 

Art & Fran Koon Marguerite O’Brien Bill & Elaine Schultz 

Vern & Cheryl Laird Ed & Myrna Patterson Walt & Veralou Scott 

Richard & Doris Lindsey Frank & Kay Perkins Barbara Shinn 

Cy & Marcia Ling Bruce & Myrna Peters Dave & Ella Sifferd 

William Luchynsky Dick & Donna Peterson Lorraine Sisson 

Myles MacDonald Fred & Rachael Pfaender Dianne Sizemore 

Steve MacDonald Ed & Phyllis Richardson Andy & Nancy Smith 

Gene & Janet McLemore Thomas & Shirley Richey  

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 
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10 
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15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

 

11 Steve & Joanie Mock 22 Gayle Rosa   

DECEMBER DECEMBER DECEMBER 

DECEMBER 2011 CHURCH PRAYER CALENDAR  

The elderly, the infirm, the hospitalized, those in nursing homes, the homebound and lonely,  and all 
those who have requested our prayerful support.   

Prayer is the place where burdens change shoulders - We pray for…. 

Each month we remember church members and friends on a rotating basis 

Joy Kiser  6 

Rose Ann Hobert 13 

Randy Curtis 20 

Annabelle Deblauw 21 

Larrie Tisdale 21 

Fred Tabert 27 

Gene McLemore 28 

Diane Tabert 29 

Fred Pfaender 31 

  

Dave & Debbie Carney 30 

  

  

 PV2 Alexander Fogg, grandson of Bob & Carol Fogg, stationed at Fort Polk, LA.  
 Captain Ryan Hobert, Army-23rd Infantry, grandson of Mel & Rose Ann Hobert, 2nd deployment to Iraq.  
 CW5 Donald L. Washabugh, Jr., Army, son of Don & Mary Anne Washabaugh, stationed in the Pentagon. 
 Sgt. Ian Hendricks, Marines, grandson of Dianne Sizemore, stationed in Jacksonville, NC. 
 1st Lt. John McPherson, Air Force, grand nephew of Marguerite O’Brien, stationed in Scott Air Force Base, IL. 
 Capt. Ryan Swisher, Army Ranger, grandson of Fred & Rachel Pfaender, stationed in Ft. Benning, GA. 
 2nd Lt. John Mock, Army, nephew of Steve & Joanie Mock, stationed at Joint Base Lewis McChord in WA - slated 

to be deployed to Afghanistan late spring, early summer 2012. 

Nancy Julius 23 

Steve Mock 23 

Barb Woods 23 

Bob Humphreys 24 

Sue Gready 25 
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THIS ’N THAT 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

         The cost to sponsor flowers is $35.  To sponsor 
the flowers, please sign up on the sheet in the church 
entrance or call the church office. If you sponsored 
flowers for a Sunday and would like to take them after 
the service, please let the church office know before the 
date sponsored, or stop in the kitchen after the last 
service and see the deacon in charge that day. 

SPONSOR SUNDAY FLOWERS  

WEEKLY PRAYER SERVICE 
 You are invited to join your church family in the 
Conference Room Sundays at 6pm. Come and share in 
this experience of God’s people praying together. 

 We welcome material for our church newsletter. 
All contributions are subject to editing with regard to the 
subject matter and space requirements.  Articles for the 
January issue of The Messenger are due in the church 
office by Monday, December 12th. 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
 Our church music is available to you on the 
internet at http://public.me.com/rpc1220. Click on one of 
the folders to view Organ Music, Choir Music, Praise 
Team Music, or Music On a Winter’s Eve concert.  Feel 
free to share with friends, family or potential members.  
Questions or comments may be directed to Randy 
Curtis at rpc1220@me.com. 

COMPUTER AVAILABLE FOR YOUR USE 
       We’ve set up a computer in the 
Conference Room for those of you who 
need the use of one. It has high-speed 
internet access and is available during office 
hours. We suggest you call to reserve the 
time before coming to use it . 

EMAIL UPDATE 
 Please advise the church office when you change 
your email address. Thank you.  

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN FUNDRAISER 
 Presbyterian Women (PW) are selling note cards 
as a fundraiser. There are 5 cards in a set for a cost of 
$2.50. A sample & an order form are on the PW table in 
the Narthex.  

LOAVES & FISHES MINISTRY 
     Loaves & Fishes Ministry is a great 
opportunity for those of us who like 
to cook to share a meal with a 
church family in need after surgery or 
illness. Having a familiar, friendly face 
at your door with cooked food when 

you return home from the hospital is a very loving 
experience for both the cook and the recipient.   If you 
would like to be a part of this ministry, please put your 
name and phone number on the sign-up sheet on the 
table in the church entrance or contact Kay Callahan. 

 

R.O.M.E .O.S . BREAKFAST MEETING 
 R.O.M.E.O.S. (Retired Old Men Eating 
Out Someplace) will meet for breakfast at 8am 
at Sky View Café, Punta Gorda Airport on 
Thursday, December 1st, 15th, & 29th. 

Come and enjoy the food and fellowship. 

Do you have a family member serving in the military? If so, we’d like to add them to 
the newsletter prayer list.  Fill out the form that’s on the sign-up table in the church 
entrance and place in the HELMET or let the church office know. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 If you like to knit or crochet, please 
gather with us in Fellowship Hall Monday, 
December  12th at 10am. 
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BIBLE QUIZ 

S ome parts of the Christmas story, as commonly told, aren’t actually 
recounted in Scripture. Which of the following details is recorded in the 
Bible? 

 
 A. Mary rode a donkey to Bethlehem, and Joseph walked alongside her. 
 B. Angels announced that a Savior, the Messiah (or Christ), had been born. 
 C. There were three wise men. 
 D. Shepherds and wise men (or Magi) worshiped Baby Jesus together. 
 E. None of the above. 

What to Give? 
 
 To your enemy, forgiveness. 
 To an opponent, tolerance. 
 To a friend, your heart. 
 To a customer, service. 
 To all men, charity. 
 To every child, a good example. 
 To yourself, respect. 
   —Oren Arnold  

Answer: B (See Matthew 1:18–2:12 and Luke 2:1-20, especially v. 11.)  

Where do actors like to camp? 
 
What’s the hardest thing about learning to ride a bike? 
Answer: The Hollywoods 

Answer: The pavement. 

Popsicle Stick Humor — 
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Debbie Carney — Parish Nursing 637-9389 

Paul Gebel — Helping Hands 637-8655 

Nancy Julius — Communication 575-7491 

Joy Kiser — Bereavement 575-9745 

Elaine Schultz — Flowers 505-8339 

Margie Smith — Prayer Shawls 833-0185 

Barbara Ryan — Communion 575-8141 

Kay Callahan — Loaves & Fishes 916-9252 

 Pastor 

Steve Mock 

revmock@fpcpunta.org 

 Custodian 

 Bill Barbour 

 first@fpcpunta.org 

 Music Director 

Randall Curtis 

randy@fpcpunta.org 

 Volunteer Office  Assistant 
Gail Thornton       
gail@fpcpunta.org 

 Office Mgr., Bookkeeper & 

Editor “The Messenger” 

Elizabeth Dunn 

elizabeth@fpcpunta.org 

 Volunteer Office  Assistant 

Kay Callahan 

first@fpcpunta.org       

 Parish Nurse 

Debbie Carney 

carneydeb@hotmail.com 

 Treasurer 

 Joe Cherny 

first@fpcpunta.org 

DEACONS ELDERS 

Laurel Aumend — Ministry 625-5238 

Nancy Beasom — Fellowship 505-9383 

Phyllis Botticelli — Fellowship 637-0445 

Joe Cherny — Discipleship 575-2186 

Marguerite O’Brien — Administration 639-7226  

Elaine Schultz — Worship 505-8339 

Gail Thornton — Mission/Clerk of Session 639-5510 

Don Washabaugh — Worship 255-8616  

Dave Woods — Administration 456-4876 

MEET THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN STAFF 

MEET OUR OFFICERS 
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First Presbyterian Church 
25250 Airport Road 

Punta Gorda, Florida 33950 
 
 
 

Telephone:  (941) 639-1959 
Email:  first@fpcpunta.org 

Website:  www.fpcpunta.org 

 


